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Basic research for introducing sonographic diagnosis into international
diagnostic criteria for Sjogren®s syndrome
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To introduce sonography to the international diagnostic criteria of Sjogren®
s syndrome, more basic issues, differences in diagnostic units, center frequency, frequency of
examinations, etc., were examined at multiple affiliations.
Comparing the diagnostic accuracy of images taken of the same patient with two types of diagnostic
units at four center frequencies, the diagnostic unit by company A was significantly higher, but
there was no significant difference in center frequency. The frequency of examination needs to be
about 1 case per month, and accurate feedback seems to be required.
Next, each observer was asked to diagnose sonographic images of 107 cases without final diagnosis
(evaluation 1). After learning with final diagnosis, each observer was asked to diagnose another
sonographic images of 31 cases (evaluation 2), results of both were compared. Diagnostic accuracy
was improved in all observers, and we confirmed the effectiveness of the diagnostic training.
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