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Novel role of osteocytes in periodontal disease
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Recently, osteocytes have been reported to ?Iay an important role in bone
metabolism which indicates osteocytes may play a role in periodontal disease. In this project, we
determined the mechanism how lipopolysaccharide isolated from Porphyromonas gingivalis Pg-LPS
induced cytokine production by osteocytes. We further performed global analyses for Pg-LPS induced
gene expression. Current findings suggest involvement of osteocytes in advanced periodontal disease
with alveolar bone resorption by inducing cytokine production in response to periodontal pathogen.
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