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This research examined the effectiveness of case reviews of discharged
patients as a potential component of a discharge support system based on interprofessional work
(IPW) between hospitals and communities. In total, 380 ward nurses at three hospitals were assorted
into an intervention group, who performed case study meetings for discharged patients, and a control

group, who did not. Questionnaires given before and after the intervention investigated at nurses
perceptions of discharge support and related practices. The intervention had mixed results: while
case study meetings led to more-frequent discharge support at one hospital, the opposite was true at
another, and resulted in no appreciable difference between the groups at the third. Our findings
suggest the necessity of taking hospital-specific characteristics into consideration when trying to
design a discharge support system.
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n=29 n=27
=+SD +SD p
195  (%46) 210 (%30) 0.184
225  (x41) 234  (%43) 0397
184  (%43) 191  (x45) 0576
174  (%57) 189  (x45) 0.265
20.9 (5.1) 222  (*35) 0253
3 n=28 n=26
+SD +SD p
195  (%62) 212 (%29) 0223
228  (x44) 241  (%37) 0259
198  (%44) 204  (x37) 0635
19.3 (*£53) 200 (x46) 0600
205  (x41) 222 (%34) 0159
n=29 n=27
=+SD +SD p
605 (*154) 593 (x17.1) 0774
64.5 (#20.0) 60.7 (*24.7) 0523
45.0 (*27.7) 462 (*242) 0874
540  (%26.2) 675 (2233) 0.047
3 n=28 n=26
+SD +SD p
571  (*17.0) 608 (x=156) 0413
709  (%20.6) 60.7 (%23.4) 0.095
459  (%282) 396 (*27.1) 0404
515  (%27.9) 67.9 (2243) 0025
5 30
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(£SD) (=SD) p
19.6 (#+46) 195 (6.2 0.926
228 (#£39) 228 (*44 0.913
18.6 (+4.4) 198 (*44 0.077
17.6 (#5.7) 193 (%53 0.035
21.0 (+51) 205 (41 0.458
21.0 (#3.0) 21.0 (*29) 00946
235 (*x44) 241 (*£37) 0453
19.2 (+45) 201 (*35) 0212
19.0 (+=4.6) 200 (*46) 0.110
22.4 (£35) 22.0 (%34) 0.409
(*=SD) (=SD) p
59.9 (+154) 571 (x17.0) 0.228
65.2 (%+20.1) 709 (=20.6) 0.087
46.4 (+27.3) 459 (=28.2) 0.946
53.0 (£26.1) 515 (=%27.9) 0.799
594 (*175) 608 (*15.6) 0.698
609 (*252) 607 (=23.4) 0944
46.2 (%249) 396 (x27.1) 0.225
67.2 (*237) 68.0 (224.3) 0.900
n=28 n=26 t
n (*=SD) n (==SD) p
35 170 (x53) 169 197 (=4.0) 0.001
35 198 (x44) 169 223 (==3.7) 0.000
35 145 (*+45) 168 193 (*45) 0.000
34 102 (+48) 167 181 (=*4.8) 0.000
34 153 (*59) 168 227 (*4.1) 0.000
n (==SD) n (==SD) p
29 173 (x40) 161 211 (==3.7) 0.000
29 201 (*39) 161 233 (*35) 0.000
28 158 (*+4.1) 158 204 (=*43) 0.000
28 111 (*46) 157 196 (=*4.9) 0.000
28 160 (+51) 161 237 (=4.0) 0.000
n (==SD) n (==SD) p
33 486 (x183) 169 587 (%20.1) 0.008
33 333 (=*215) 169 56.9 (=24.0) 0.000
33 232 (=*+205) 168 40.6 (=26.3) 0.000
33 622 (*27.9) 168 789 (#21.9) 0.002
n (==SD) n (==SD) p
29 508 (+22.1) 158 629 (*16.7) 0.008
29 319 (#*244) 158 60.8 (x19.7) 0.000
29 228 (*19.1) 156 447 (#*24.3) 0.000
29 617 (*250) 158 811 (*19.3) 0.000
n (+SD) n (SD) p
22 179 (%45) 22 180 (*39) 0874
22 201 (%43) 22 208 (*42) 0494
21 157 (%43) 21 159 (*41) 0825
20 110 (%52) 20 11.8 (=4.6) 0.309
21 158 (%6.0) 21 165 (*4.7) 0528
104 199 (*4.0) 104 21.0 (*39) 0.005
104 221 (%37) 104 227 (%36) 0111
102 192  (x=4.4) 102 200 (*4.6) 0.090
102 180 (=4.8) 102 195 (*4.8) 0.008
104 227  (43) 104 232 (*4.2) 0.344
n (SD) n (SD) D
29 588 (*158) 29 603 (*17.9) 0.606
30 433 (%225) 30 453 (%=21.3) 0.590
29 403 (%22.2) 29 354 (%205) 0.148
29 647 (*+218) 29 524 (*27.9) 0.005
43 553 (=x19.4) 43 571 (*147) 0531
43 473 (%29.1) 43 424 (%242) 0.230
42 364 (+236) 42 346 (+20.7) 0.568
43 732 (#251) 43 710 («+23.8) 0510
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n (SD) n (*SD) p
30 182 (*4.4) 48 16.1 (%5.0) 0.059
29 229  (%29) 48 203  (x49) 0011
30 202 (*36) 48 17.4 (*4.5) 0.005
29 150 (*4.2) 48 14.9 (*5.8) 0.941
30 210 (+45) 47 200 (*5.8) 0.400
n (*=SD) n (==SD) p
29 193 (*3.3) 47 191 (*3.8) 0831
30 223 (*3.0) 47 217 (*4.6) 0527
30 203 (*=38) 47 185 (*=4.2) 0.065
29 162 (*36) 46 157 (+=5.0) 0613
29 219 (*3.2) 47 206 (*4.9) 0.202
n (*=SD) n (=SD) b
30 586 (*155) 47 541 (*194) 0.281
30 433 (#225) 47 456 (%289) 0.702
29 403 (*=21.2) 46 365 (*233) 0478
30 641  (*£21.6) 47 720 (*257) 0.167
n (SD) n (*SD) p
29 603 (*=17.9) 44 573 (*14.6) 0.430
30 453 (*213) 44 424 (x239) 0.589
30 367 (#+213) 44 352 (%205) 0.763
29 524 (#£27.9) 44 713 (%236) 0.003
t
6
n (=SD) n (=SD) Jd
29 185 (*41) 29 193 (*33) 0.356
29 229 (29) 29 223 (+30) 0338
30 202 (*36) 30 203 (*38) 0888
28 149 (+43) 28 163 (*3.7) 0045
29 213  (*44) 29 219 (32) 0466
47 163 (*47) 47 191 (=+38) 0.000
47 203 (50) 47 217 (x46) 0015
47 173 (*46) 47 185 (*+4.2) 0045
46 149 (56) 46 157 (x50) 0219
46 201  (+58) 46 205 (+4.9) 0470
n (x£SD) n (xSD) p
29 588 (*+158) 29 603 (*17.9) 0.606
30 433 (%225) 30 453 (=21.3) 0.590
29 403 (%222) 29 354 (=4205) 0.148
29 647 (*218) 29 524 (=x27.9) 0.005
43 553 (+194) 43 57.1 (=*14.7) 0531
43 473 (£29.1) 43 424 (%24.2) 0230
42 364 (+236) 42 346 (=*20.7) 0.568
43 732 (251) 43 710 (*23.8) 0510
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