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A multidisciplinary study on the inheritance of phronesis (empirical knowledge)
accumulated in wide-area disaster relief- A case of Niigata prefecture

Takahashi, Wakana

3,700,000

2011

After the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, Niigata Prefecture had
received a number of wide-area evacuees. Acknowledging the significance and severity of the nuclear
disaster, Niigata prefecture, intermediary support organization and child-care groups gave deep
sympathy to evacuees and continuously devoted to disaster relief. The way of relief measures ware
Iaﬁgely relied on their own empirical knowledge (phronesis) accumulated through out the disasters in

the past.

In the due course, it also became clear that most local actors involved in disaster relief had
difficulty in continuing support and relief, although they somehow shared a sense of crisis that a
number of evacuees have remained in a wretched predicament. Accordingly, we conducted quantitative
and qualitative analysis of the evacuees. The result was the severity, variety and universality of
the distress of the evacuees’ [livelihood. We presented those findings to the actors involved in
disaster relief, and to public.
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Wakana Takahashi, “After the Fukushima Meltdown: The Politics of Neglecting
Nuclear Refugees from a 'Low-Level' Contaminated Area.” Perdue University (Perdue,
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