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The process of concept formation: types, regularities, and adaptation in
different languages
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This research examines what leads certain aesthetics, more specifically
so-called Japanese aesthetics, to be considered “ typically Japanese” ; whether there are any
regularities to be discerned; and what the details of those regularities are.

As a result, we found that wabi, sabi, and yugen became highly acclaimed after the Russo-Japanese
War, as symbolism was introduced and medieval aesthetics gathered attention. This led these three
aesthetics to be perceived as distinctively Japanese. In a similar fashion, iki was also
re-evaluated and deemed typically Japanese after the Russo-Japanese War in the midst of a rising
acclaim of both symbolism and Edo taste. Kawaii is considered a contemporary Japanese aesthetic and
has a similar historical background. Our research resulted in the discovery of these similarities
and regularities.
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