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Data analysis showed that students who used them raised many beneficial
aspects of MOOCs. Seven sub-categories emerged from the data on the merits of MOOCs: 1.Flexibility
and efficiency; 2. Useful; 3. Easy to use; 4. Narrowing the digital divide; 5. Cheap; 6.
Interesting; 7. Job hunting. Although the students generally enthused over the potential of MOOCs,
their enthusiasm was tempered by the reality that MOOCs and their platforms are not perfect. Five
subcategories of demerits arose from the data: 1. Motivation; 2. Time; 3. Difficult to use; 4. Cost;

5. Class breakdown. Following the analysis of the data the researchers devised some key guidelines
for educators who wish to carry out similar MOOC research projects. The research team is also
currentl¥ creating a model for educators who wish to design and build their own MOOCs (see Cripps &
0"Connell, 2016).
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Table 1: Summary of some of the courses that the

students chose to explore.

Westernization, protest, modernity

Course Platform
The miracles of human language Coursera

Khan
Algebra

Academy
Successful interviewing Coursera
Interactive teaching Gacco
Write a convincing position paper

) ) ) Coursera

or policy advice (project-centered)
America’s written constitution Coursera
The science of happiness edX
Teaching with technology: An

edX
open course for teachers
Speaking English professionally:

Coursera
In person, online & on the phone
Global diplomacy — Diplomacy in

Coursera
the modern world
Visualizing Japan (1850s-1930s):

edX
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Researcher participation in MOOCs

Choose an appealing topic

Design the course to meet the target audience's needs

Recruit your research team
Decide your design process

Decide communication online community plans |

L 4

Design and create assessments

Figure 1: MOOC scaffold
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