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The modern piano, which usually is characterized by the introduction of the
cast-iron frame, was not the immediate product of the industrial revolution. The industrialization
of ivory processing, such as for combs and billiard balls, brought about the new keyboard industr¥,
which again gave rise to the industrial division specialized in piano actions. Numerous small scale
piano makers, sustained by the piano parts industry producing actions, soundboards and others, had
existed before the production of the modern piano was finally monopolized by a handful of big
makers. The process was realized based on the supply of ivory directly exploited from Africa.

The distribution and the use in Africa of the modern piano as an end product was not just an
introduction of the culture of the colonizers, though they reflected the colonial situation as well
as race relations as was shown in the case of South Africa.
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