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A Historical Study on War Victims Relief Act in Austria after 1945
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The purpose of this research is to clarify what kind of postwar compensation system was
established when Austria, which had been under the Nazi regime during wartime and integrated into
the war economic system, promoted national reconstruction and social integration. Mainly based on
the investigation of unpublished materials, it investigated the process of enactment of the "War
Victim Support Act”, which was a legislative law that included most of the people who had suffered
from bombings and the conscription during the war as well as their bereaved. The main focus of this
research was on the principles and logic that transformed “ wartime welfare” into “ national
welfare” . As a result, it revealed that WWI and WWI1 war victims could be united as "Austrian
nation”, while "racially” or “ religiously” persecuted victims like Jewish people were to be
excluded from the postwar compensation system for the Austrian nation.
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