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The purpose of our research is to consider such activities of the former
feudal lords as equity investments and support for the local societies at their former territories
in Me}ji Japan. We aim not only to add new empirical findings but to newly show a world-class frame
of reference.

We pursued the purpose every year by collecting the needed materials, reading them and writing the
draft of articles at some meetings, and through presenting the results in English at the
international conferences/workshops once or twice a year. In the last fiscal year of 2017-1018 we
finished an English discussion paper, and recently submitted the paper to an English journal on
business history. We would like to further continue this research.
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