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The aim of this study was to investigate the effects of bilingual
experiences on the cognitive development of socioeconomically disadvantaged minority children in
Japan. We compared the performance of 17 low-socio-economic status (SES) Brazilian 5-year-olds, who
were Portuguese-Japanese bilinguals, to 17 age-matched middle-SES Japanese monolinguals on measures
of executive function (EF) and theory of mind (ToM). Despite the bilinguals’ lower SES and verbal
ability, there were no mono-bilingual differences in measures of EF. However, the monolingual
children outperformed the bilingual children on measures of ToM. The results suggest that
bilingualism had protective effects on the Brazilian children’ s EF, but such effects did not extend

to their ToM development in the face of syntactic delay.
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