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After the 2008 Lehman shock, Kayoukyoku (Japanese popular songs) became a
boom overseas. This research examined the reason from the viewpoint of the language of lyrics and
the native language of listeners (Japanese/non-Japanese). As a result, the impression of Japanese
listeners was generally similar between Japanese and English lyrics, but as for the sound of words,
they rated Japanese lyrics higher. Furthermore, some differences were found between Japanese and
non-Japanese listeners for Japanese lyrics. The results were discussed in the light of the
differences in both linguistic characteristics and cultures.
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