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Identification of receptor for maturation-inducing hormone
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Oocyte maturation is a prerequisite for embryonic deveoplment after
fertilization, whereas a putative oocyte surface receptor of maturation-inducing hormone has long
been a major missing link. Here, we intended to identify the surface receptor in starfish oocytes
through isolation of maturation-inducing hormone-binding protein. At present, we isolated and
identified the protein complex that binds to starfish maturation-inducing hormone. However, it
remains unclear whether the complex is actually involved in hormonal signaling that leads to oocyte
maturation.
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