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Screening for useful microorganisms for forming high-quality pearls
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Formation of high- and low-quality pearls has been one of the critical
issues in Akoya pearl farming for many years. In this study, to confirm a recent report that
bacterial inflammatory reactions cause deformation and blemishing in pearls, we performed several
experiments to clarify the relationship between pearl quality and microflora of the nacreous layer
around the pearl nucleus. The results of clone library anal¥sis suggest that the microflora of the

nacreous layer is related to the farming lot, not pearl quality.
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