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Empirical Analysis of the Social Impact of Abolition of Local Railway
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Local railway companies in Japan is facing difficulties due to passenger
decline and motorization. Especially since 2000, the local railway lines have been abolished one
after another, and even existing railway lines are facing the problem of abolition. However, they
are said to have various effects besides transportation. This research aims to organize objective
facts considering future local railways in Japan. Using census data, an empirical analysis of the
social impact of abolition of local railway on the region was conducted.

As a result, it was revealed that young population and long-term residents were likely to decline
around abolished station. Furthermore, the percentage of population decrease after railway abolition
in the small town was found to be higher than before the abolishment.
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