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Prolonged colonialization and conflicts have left significant marks on
contemporary rural Southern Africa and have affected mobility in particular. Rural communities have
been recurrently disrupted and reconstructed by these encounters and movements and by external and
national development projects, endeavours of government and international agencies, and through
local dynamics. Because local communities have different types of lives, marked by multiple and
highly shifting strategies, it is not possible to describe categorically a single shared experience
of colonialization or of war in the Southern African region, nor can one say that developmental
projects affect the rural population equally. This study focused on not only the features of a
variety of mobilities in rural contexts, but also on the practices and strategies adopted by the
local populations to reconstruct their relationships locally, with the state and with the global
sectors after conflict.
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