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Amateur Photography Culture and Photography Industries in 1950s Japan
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This study examined amateur photographic practice in Japan in the 1950s to
consider its cultural significance. The topics explored included amateur photography contests hosted
by photography magazines and photographic equipment makers, work by lIhei Kimura that influenced
amateur photographers, and the discourse of so-called “ riarizumu shashin” (realist photography)
promoted by Ken Domon and others. The study also demonstrated the affinity between amateur
photography in the 1950s and the contemporary “ seikatsu kiroku undo” (movement of documenting
lives of ordinary people).
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