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Academic significance: the research results develop understanding of the interdisciplinary
relationships between poetry, history, and natural philosophy (natural sciences) in the Romantic
period. Social significance: the results emphasise the role of interdisciplinary education in social
progress.

The research produced published papers on the historical, philosophical, and
scientific contexts of Wordsworth’ s poetry. Furthermore, the research resulted in more than 20
presentations on (a) the relationship between science and literature, (b) the character of the
virtuoso in literature, and (c) the role of the virtuoso in liberal arts education. Field research
in Germany resulted in publications on the subject of antiquarianism, technology, and travel in the
poetry of William Wordsworth. Field research in Italy on the origins of the virtuoso in the early
modern period created research notes and also laid the foundation for future research. Finally, the
research results included two book-length single-author creative publications that have helped to
promote the research in the field of arts and culture.



This research developed from the principle investigator’s main area of research: the poetry
of William Wordsworth in the context of sixteenth-to-nineteenth-century literature and
intellectual culture. Prior to this research, other research grants created the foundation of
research into Romantic poetry and its broader context in the humanities (arts and
sciences).

The purpose of the research was to conduct research and writing on the theme of the
virtuoso (polymath) in the poetry of the British Romantic-period poet William Wordsworth
(1770-1850). The research hypothesized that reading Wordsworth’s texts in the context of
‘virtuoso’ intellectual culture will demonstrate the tension between scholasticism (classical
learning, myth, magic, folklore, etc.) and naturalism (the modern arts and sciences) in his
work. The research will expand understanding of one of the most important
English-language poets, and also the changing roles of virtuoso culture during the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

The general research methods were as follows:

1. Conduct research in overseas research libraries using primary eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century texts related to Wordsworth, Romantic poetry, and
Romantic-period virtuoso culture, with a focus on antiquarianism and natural
philosophy (natural sciences).

2. Conduct field research at libraries, museums, and archaeological or antiquarian
sites visited by, or known to, the Wordsworth circle and ‘virtuoso’ writers and
scholars known to Wordsworth. The principle investigator would compare
antiquarian sites, artworks, and other antiquities and ‘wonders’ to their uses in
Wordsworth texts. Key sites included the British Library and British Museum,
London; the Ashmolean Museum and Museum of Science, Oxford; and antiquarian
sites visited by Wordsworth and Coleridge in Germany and ltaly.

3. Produce a series of publications including research notes, invited papers, and
peer-reviewed papers, in order to disseminate research results. Results would also
be disseminated at invited lectures at international conferences.

General Results:

The research produced published papers on the historical, philosophical, and scientific
contexts of Wordsworth’s poetry.

Furthermore, the research resulted in more than 20
presentations on (a) the relationship between science and literature, (b) the character of
the virtuoso in literature, and (c) the role of the virtuoso in liberal arts education.

Field research in
Germany resulted in publications on the subject of antiquarianism, technology, and travel
in the poetry of William Wordsworth.

Field research in Italy on the
origins of the virtuoso in the early modern period created research notes and the
foundation for future research.

Finally, the
research results included two book-length single-author creative publications that have
helped to promote the research in the field of arts and culture.
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The results of particular research questions were as follows:

1. Primary-source research conducted at the Bodleian Libraries, Oxford, from April to
September 2015 (during research leave) broadened the background of the research,



with a focus on the following areas:

a. differences in definitions of ‘Enlightenment’ between different writers in
philosophy, natural philosophy, and poetry;

b. origins of museum collections in Britain, with a focus on the Tradsecant
and Ashmolean collections, and the origins and development of the British
Musuem;

c. understanding of seventeenth—century virtuoso authors (particularly Sir
Thomas Browne) by Romantic-period poets including Wordsworth and
Coleridge.

2. Field research in Germany (2016) led to insights on a number of topics including:

a. Wordsworth’s use of antiquarian sources in travel writing published in
1822. Research results were published and will also become one chapter of
a research monograph.

b. Wordsworth’s wuse of antiquarian and virtuoso sources in his
narrative-historical series of sonnets on British church history,
Ecclesiastical Sketches. Research results were published and will also
become one chapter of a research monograph.

3. Field research in Italy (2018) led to insights on a number of topics including:
a. the origins of the British virtuoso in early modern Europe;
b. the relationship between Romantic-period poetry and archaeological
excavations and publications in southern Italy, 1790-1838;
c. British poets and antiquaries travelling in Italy during the seventeenth to
nineteenth centuries.

4. Throughout the research period, additional results included developments in
connections between representations of virtuoso characters in British early modern
poetry and drama (particularly Shakespeare) and representations of virtuoso
characters in Romantic-period poetry. Research on early modernism was presented
in research presentations and also published. This research created the
foundations for future research projects.

5. Throughout the research period, the principle investigator published translations
and original works of contemporary poetry on the research subject. This work was
collected in two single-author books that included a number of peer-reviewed
creative publications.
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