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A Study on Mark Twain®s White Male Sentimentality
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This study has investigated white male sentimentality and sKmpathy in Mark
Twain’ s major novels by introducing the analytical concept of “ boundary.” When the white men in
his novelistic world seek to construct their subjectivity, 1 argued, theg draw and redraw the
boundaries between themselves and the others in race, gender, and class by exercising sympathy
toward them. Although the existing studies tend to exclusively associate sentimentality with
femininity, 1 have shown that the white male subjectivity in Twain iIs constructed through their
sympathy for the others.
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