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Studies of the representations of slavery as trauma in twentieth-century U.S.
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This project aims to historicize and decontextualise symptomatic readings of

America"s repressed past memories of slavery, showing how these are imbedded and articulated in
such texts as Tender Is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Cane by Jean Toomer, Passing and Quicksand
by Nella Larsen, and Kindred by Octavia E. Butler. This study seeks to trace the concepts of
traumatic memory and latency in each novel in order to unravel how trauma and history are
interrelated in the narrative of past history. These novels function as the narrative of trauma that
vocalize the silenced and repressed history. By utilizing the story of characters” downfalls and
conflicts, these authors encode and inscribe the collapse of a nation®s “ finest” but dark and
traumatic values, national impasse and failure. In this sense, these novels can be regarded as texts
which interweave personal and historical perspectives within them to present multidirectionally
intense and immediate commentaries on the era.
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