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An experimental study of local FO downtrends in Japanese and Korean
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Kesa tsukutta ryoori o sutete simatta.

This Japanese sentence has two interpretations. In the first interpretation, kesa (“ this morning” )
modifies tsukutta (“ cooked” ); “ | threw away dishes which I cooked this morning.” In the second
interpretation, kesa modifies sutete simatta (* threw away” ); “ This morning I threw away dishes
which 1 cooked (some days ago).” These two interpretations can be distinguished by compressing
pitch in some parts. | call this phenomenon “ local FO downtrends.” Although this phenomenon is
observed in many languages, there have been fewer studies on phonetic differences of local FO
downtrends and categorical (phonological) differences of this phenomenon among languages. This
research proﬂeet focused on local FO downtrends in Japanese and Korean. Since 1 take more time than
expected, | have not reported clear results yet.
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