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An empirical pragmatic study of ideophones based on audiovisual corpora
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This study observed the multimodal properties of ideophones (a.k.a.
giongo/gitaigo, mimetics, expressives) in audiovisual data, especially Japanese interviews.
Qualitative and quantitative examinations revealed that ideophones are often accompanied by
prominent intonation and voice quality, gesture, facial expression, and eye contact. These
behavioral features are more frequent in adverbial ideophones (e.g., guruguru-to mawaru ‘ to rotate
whirlingly’ ) than in verbal ideophones (e.g., guruguru-suru ‘ to whirl’ ). It is suggested that
ideophones are an ambivalent medium of communication that is both linguistic and “ prelinguistic”
(like gesture and vocal mimicry).



B X C—19, F—19—1, Z2—19 (@)

1. WSO 5

(1) A/~ b3 EEFE - BEE 3. LI LIS E -, Bz, BAED
I = FRUTF ORI AN EBETE Bl 9T, 757 F) THY., I IWBFETITIFSN
RWEESH/p/EEFED B RAERD, Tr), e, [=a=al®k)) olHic k) TH
HEnN21E0, BRCLoTR 14258, b=y al, ] OLIITCRIZHLIEND D, &5
W, A/ = IR E BEROBBEMNEBENTH Y . Z OBEEMRERIT EGME] < TSR
LLTCwmbbnTal, flziE, BEERIITEILORERE L&, FEEHO/p/1X TEN
DOHDHFEMR] REEXFRTEEND (Hamano 1998), T O OREFEMENEK L 220 . (EkDF 7
< PRI, ZORARLELBOTEEN R EEZ EDTEZLEVn o TR,

(2) —JF., A~ P ROBENRE (EoXHIEbndh, EOX IR EEFESN) 125
WL, TRER) T 7= 7 U ABEX D) THEICIR ST ) LW oIS mRpRIc e &
FoTEY ., ABHRIERENMILEAERENT IR, BT 7V AR T <YV OEFEICH
WTCTIE, DT PRBoAd /) v EXOFERRBOIT N2 TITND DO (Nuckolls 19963
Dingemanse 2011), Z3L 5 DAFEILT 4 —/NV KU =7 1ZES DO TH D720, IMBIICE
K, T— 2 ®ICIRAEZHZ D,

2. OB
() A/~ b XOBREREZEETHALD AT TEEICHEREDOA V¥ B a—8il%x i
m) - BRI EIT O 2 EE HRICIE A 72, BIRENIZIE, A/~ FXOFEEEICHE D FEE OITHE

WCEHBL, Mg, 1> bx—var, FE (Ff), Vo AF vy —, R, iRo#hxie L
DM EBIET AT, a3a=r—a AT L LTOLF )~ b XOBEBICES %
T,

(2) FI.INODOFRHENRA ) < FRZDOLDDOIIERRFEE EO X SITHE L TWL Dz
D ET A/~ PP EFEEMEICERERICHZAEN TV DRETRE 5 &5 2T, 2,
SR E IR~ & ORPHRERMETH D,

B) AvHF—%y b ETARENTWAA U F L a—@HER L ORBER T — %11, S8%21T
L& T BFEMFRICEB N TRERFAMBEEZEFSLEZEZX LN, TOZ LT E VAR
HMENTWARY, AFEORREEAZENINTIAKEETHZET, TNHDOT—FX—ZADHH
WERTI L, KFEEOENTH -T2,

(4)  AREFFEORRFIL IR EZE DR LMD D AARFELEF T OL L TA ) Y —AThH
D [=NVFAT 47 ARGEL /7~ b_F] [Z5BRKMEEDL TETHD, 1 hxr—a v
RV AF =L WO TR HIE, A NROXAF I v VR EBEN T B2, FEIT
TR Z RIS,

3. WOk

(1) FELTNKRBA > —Fy b ECTAT S [NHK HAARKELT —H A 7 A] (EH=
—/NR) & [NHK BEFEE S 7 — A 7 A (fra—s ) L) 2004 X B o —Bjl b HE
SEILEIEHL, &/~ bbb FEBIEE Lz, B a— "%, HARKEKZ&KHR
L7-#ksiis . ®BhdE . B2 E~D 10 DDA v Z 2 —ThV , ZOMWHE L, EEo# X
MRKEL, A/~ PROFFERLBIELOT W, — 7, BGra— S, RIS RS
DE/)B—TTHY PExr LFBEONDHLDOBL NN KA VX Ea—N 1 REfETR & RWD,
REEOFEE & SRR OBREBISE T H LN TX 5,

(2) BHEBEEWMVICEIVINELEEA /) ~ bAUTK L GEE OITEIRREIC DN Ta—TF o
YU ERL, A= e —ikEE () < PR TIERVEERCEE) AL, A/ = b
[ZOWTITSHERN R ATV, FEe ot 2l AT, S HIT, MR Z M SFEOBIE L kT
HZ LT, SERBEAGMNeBRER AT, ZORT vy FITBWTIE, TTLY RO & 5
DR IRFFEONIGEE & D0 & D BRI T,

(B) TLEA L FEa2—PPLIESLEHEMSGHETHD Z &2 E A T2 B HREED
Bl LT [HREFHEZ— SR IZERI TV D 27 ORANHSEE S BRI FEICER Y ATz,

4. WFFERk R

(1) FFE, A/~ FAUTHES SFEN - FESTENREO 5 b, BISNE S eisdime (B : =
g-—a=ay | OXIBRSZEEESL (ma——v | OXIBRREFER) 2R L, TORE.
BRI—RA (DB 2AAARADAL L FZE 2—) TIEK L%, EPFa— 12 (5B 64 ADA LAY
2—) TITH 30D A ) <~ bRIZIN D DFFER R bz, BRa— 2D A o Z B2 —"TlE,
SRR DRSS (LIZ LIEHSEBIIS ) FEON D -G ORRBM LWMERIIZSH Y . 4
/= L BRHAICAWVWL RS T o7 b D EEZLND, ZDOZ EEEE X, EOMTED



FDHRITEL =2 L LT,

100%
@) O FEHENOFEDEH % B o
ﬁf:ﬂ‘é%ﬁ@%‘/]\?\%\‘/a N 40%
R, g (=) Y= % 20%
F v — 7% & ORI TR AR o

EMEN D, B a— R E i
BERYRPFEORE, K1 X Iz,
KM HIZA 7 ~ F_IZB 0T o
FEC IS D 2 ERbhois AT L AT
(Akita & Dingemanse 2019), Z Z

T, —EEEORDVIC A < B1. #/ 3 REEF /I FRRBIZH T ERENBEEOERE
FAREL) Zxtg e Uiz, ¥4~

FAREFHEF, [T ) TEALEALITT oY |l F /)~ FREFBROIFREEZFF LN 5,
BEROMGMED 2 k2 72ibGE R L, #5558, B THEBHENEWRBLZ WO, # 21X,
(AT Y LT Y] EWVWOIF /v XN, Tav vy by e {BND/ XiES/ XESH ©OX)
W2 TRRD ) EMWILERBFREZ RE2 7, [Fob ) LW otEd ) <~ FEIENL [Fo8 (&
XD WSS FELL) ORISR A B L, e OEBEE CTHELT 5,

@ F )~ bR E PO WE R & LTk, BRSO A ~ R ol
BERT D E W) miEFond, flziE, Tavysivy] EWnWHrd /<~ bt ok o7%
BNFETH-LK D EREFTHI LT HEDEHBOKELNLY BEICHI SN 5, EHI1I2TA
VX ATUX ] ICAEDLETHE ETICETE., 2ofE NI sizmEL X5, FRHIFHE
NED LS REBEWRERE D 0220 TL, BIOMFF (Akita 2020) T, BE#OK 2R T
FIo)=r X Bl TTTT TITY) BHNCEELLBEE LT,

3) O &Hiz, FHMOEHIZ, A/~ bR ) DX HITRFEE2DBELVH, (i)
DL HICEIFE L TCREBEZEMT 5551022 3o 7= (Dingemanse & Akita 2017),
(-b)TE, A/~ b RICEEEENROND Z 12Nz, WFETHERH L V2 2AF v — 2 [
LTW% ... 3 Zba—%&5),

(i) a. FDEY A2 LN LTS, .. (K ; D0007010150)

A

b. MNRINTN—v LA[ST. ..

X213, 4/~ b 2% dEhaEmAE (= bl I O [ o
CRIFRE) LRIERECST. B 0% | 7 e
MDA RREEH LE LD ThH oo | I o

o WTRbIEo X ) LI5S0 R T o ]

x5, 2% | . .

@ j_/v?]\/\obi‘ Xﬁ%jﬂ&:ODEF%ZT% %1 It IE N s [ FEh iR [ E [ FEIEE [ 5 .
DHIRFEIZAVIATZ &2k D, 2O A2 hF—S3> BROBIS RIS T AF 7 —
BHEZNL 5K L) ThDH, K2 T

LB HRERIA S~ DR MM

DIEST. ZORE X5, 2. JEREE - MREERIL / 7 MRICE TR RHEMEHBOERLE

@ F/~ bASPRIHEEICAVIATLERIL, TTRVRESNTWD [~ NSRBI
WCHWT 2 N oD, FIsHRA /)~ XL, 2R TH Y . 205y, RIEHIFHEE
RWZAL, Pz AFyr—L L HIIBELR TV EENESND, TO X5t/ ~ F33E
B L, WREBITHEENE & RBMEZ RO IUEE~ERBEL TV o2/ R, SiEala=r—va
POAPFE LD E Litew, ARIFZERE O TIX, 20 X D EiEE bin S iR I
MboiEEELHDHICE-T- (FKH 2021),



4) O W, BIECHRBLE VS TZEICEDL 2 SEMBITENCE SN2 Y T, TOME, 4/
vaiﬁﬁ/vb«%ﬁiti s (BEFD) L0 b, b#m&ﬁ%:h%wﬁ@%ﬁw%
TN ENbho= (Akita 2019b), iz X, (i) TliE. &/ < FXOEFERIC, 1Fo& 0 L
L7eREOEBENBENTWD, —JF, (1i1) T, A/~ FRERET L LFEERC, FEFRED0T
farH T MNOZOEEY LT TS,

(i1) Jh < Co %?%ykiﬁihf (D0007010036)

(iii) HHTCE-ATT R, (D0007010005)

CNo
BYes |

X 3%, A/~ b2, A
/< NSRBI EhEIC
BITFHRIGOH G MNRE
fb. 74 a2 s, kg
DFL LDOAERELF L
HDTEHLDOTHDH, BIFOE
R = 878 N e
W, S ) ~ R EL
RL—EEF LY L A
FRIZBWTHEICHE
WAELAZ ERbhoTz, R34/ TR #EF /T EREE, —BEICBTIRIE - RBTHOERE

MO P99~ ROESL

©@ HKFLoHEIZIZ, &/~ F_XORBERIE L TOMENBALTWD LRIRTE 5, #ilz
WX, == QAT T 7R, GO T%TF—v | QR TT 40 TRBAGNES . &
/vh&ﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁ%ﬁﬁaimﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁLtﬁﬁ@%ﬁfﬁ&w@?%&
—h, A BT A 2 Z 7 ERERHILST W & L TR, 4/~ FROFEFERK
W2 THE) CWOHBERNEENTNDILICEDEEZLND, 4/~ bYT, FBIE 2 TR
BERZFRCar "7 MIBBILEL S L T2 5BRITHL, ZOBBOEMN, MEXFLO
FHOEFETHDEEZ L BB ERBFICT A 2027 Mok BlEFichEaeRkd 200
HARRITEN E W2 Z ) TH D, 4/~ P XOERRITIWEZEAMICH D, 5%, é%&é
TWMHEATH D,

©® AWIETHOLMNI o724 < FROBEERMED 2 WVITEROZEMEIL, AARGEFEE I
LHEMARERTHD LEbI D, RIFRRETHE ORI, 4% [~V F AT 4 7 ARG
F = bRFM] AEKMIE TV TETHD, TOEREBLE LT, TE0X) REBEWROA
I MRIZED XS BB IERN AN LWV D BRI OWTIREEZTo 72 (Akita 2016), {4
X, WEAREREET (ma=a] (I, EFF0T7 = A—3Ta v bW RN AZ H
WEEENREEEZZ LD, :Rfﬁ7#7jkfﬁ7%71mﬁb 2 il O & PR
T B, R EZB 2 DF M (B oI 0 Olig) ZEATH2ORMFHNTHA I,

5) O AKRBFFEHIFICIZ, L EOEEHREICMZ T, SiERH GEREEE) L LTt/ < b
NOEMRE LG L (BKHE 20205 Akita et al. 2020), BARMIIZIZ. F ./~ M2 [H2H]
MEMWETREEIT 7, VIV T L0 IFTITMSTRETHD ] LW ko, 2/
~ M RO E T E LR ERPNBESI NS ORI TH Y | %@%%@ifaﬁjﬁ
BLEROEODEZLEZONTEL, L L VI T/ FI7F T 0 X5 efamt (5H)
IZEDBEMOX DS, MEFEOA )~ FRIZENIZERA NN EICbEbNLD L oIC, &
J < b ROERBIT. ZOICSEBEBNTH D LR (W LBERE) &K<, EE. BARGE
FRBED 72N FEFEGEESCEEEE L, AL DA OEREAEMT LN 2 &N
HENTWD, &/~ b XOBFTREOMNE LI, 1ERkDOA /)~ F-GaDRAREFE S 525 DI
L9, A/~ bROFTEEHLE L To [REM) ICHZT D LML KD TORBT 5,

@ AHFFEHIRICIE, A <= bRUTET B AR e CEOHIGR L E L £ <K LTz (Akita
2015; FKH 2016; Akita & Tsujimura 2016; KM 2017, 2019; Akita 2019a; Akita & Dingemanse
2019; KU - FKH 2020), F72, A/~ &7 —~ &35 2 MOEEREOREIZHED

> 7= (The Grammar of Japanese Mimetics (Iwasaki et al. 2017), Ideophones, Mimetics and



Expressives (Akita & Pardeshi 2019)), HARGEIX, &/~ FAAREERSFEL L TIHISMNY
2T — &, WHgEE, FRFICEEN TS, BlEkiE, BARGEDOA /) ~ b MF50 2 FEAmA 12 i
FICRETL2ZLT, 2DOAY v FERKBIENL TWVETZN,

<GIHCHEE FRERRFICL DB DOEERLS) >

(D Dingemanse, Mark. 2011. The Meaning and Use of Ideophones in Siwu. Ph.D. dissertation,
Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics.

@  Hamano, Shoko. 1998. The Sound-Symbolic System of Japanese. Stanford: CSLI
Publications.

® Nuckolls, Janis B. 1996. Sounds Like Life: Sound-Symbolic Grammar, Performance, and
Cognition in Pastaza Quechua. Oxford: Oxford University Press.



38 23 8 10

Kimi Akita

The typology of manner expressions: A preliminary look 2017
Motion and Space across Languages: Theory and Applications 39-60
DOl
https://doi.org/10.1075/hcp.59.03aki
Kimi Akita 62
The linguistic integration of Japanese ideophones and its typological implications 2017
Canadian Journal of Linguistics 314-334
DOl
https://doi.org/10.1017/cnj.2017.6
Mark Dingemanse, Kimi Akita 53
An inverse relation between expressiveness and grammatical integration: On the morphosyntactic 2017
typology of ideophones, with reference to Japanese
Journal of Linguistics 501-532
DOl
https://doi.org/10.1017/5002222671600030X
2017
65-85

DOl




Kimi Akita, Takeshi Usuki 52
A constructional account of the “optional” quotative marking on Japanese mimetics 2016
Journal of Linguistics 245-275
DOI
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022226715000171
7
2016
19-39
DOI
Kimi Akita
Grammatical and functional properties of mimetics in Japanese 2017
The Grammar of Japanese Mimetics: Perspectives from Structure, Acquisition and Translation 20-34
DOI
Kimi Akita, Natsuko Tsujimura 3
Mimetics 2016
The Handbook of Japanese Lexicon and Word Formation 133-160
DOI
10.1515/9781614512097-008




Kimi Akita

46

A multimedia encyclopedia of Japanese mimetics: A frame-semantic approach to L2 sound-symbolic 2016
words
Cognitive-Functional Approaches to the Study of Japanese as a Second Language 139-168
DOl
10.1515/9781614515029-009
Kimi Akita
Sound symbolism 2015
Handbook of Pragmatics: 2015 Installment
DOl
https://doi.org/10.1075/hop.19.soul
Kimi Akita 2
The "dynamic" nature of stative mimetic verbs in Japanese 2017
Journal of Cognitive Linguistics 39-56
DOl
2019
405-415

DOl




2019

192-201

DOl

Kimi Akita

Mimetics, gaze, and facial expression in a multimodal corpus of Japanese

2019

Ideophones, Mimetics and Expressives

229-247

DOl
https://doi.org/10.1075/il11.16.10aki

Kimi Akita, Mark Dingemanse

Ideophones (mimetics, expressives)

2019

Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Linguistics

DOl
10.1093/acrefore/9780199384655.013.477

Kimi Akita

Ideophones

2019

Oxford Bibliographies in Linguistics

DOl
10.1093/0B0/9780199772810-0236




Noburo Saji, Kimi Akita, Katerina Kantartzis, Sotaro Kita, Mutsumi Imai 14
Cross-linguistically shared and language-specific sound symbolism in novel words elicited by 2019
Tocomotion videos in Japanese and English
PLOS ONE 0218707
DOI
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal .pone.0218707
2020
11 115-137
DOI
Kimi Akita 17
Modality-specificity of iconicity: The case of motion ideophones in Japanese 2020
Operationalizing lIconicity 3-20
DOI
https://doi.org/10.1075/il11.17.01aki
Kimi Akita
Mimetic "go"-verbs in Japanese. 2020
68-81

DOl




Kimi Akita 12
Japanese ideophones from a typological perspective 2020
1-11
DOl
Kimi Akita, Jingyi Zhang, Katsuo Tamaoka 2
Systematic side of sound symbolism: The case of suffixed ideophones in Japanese 2020
KLS Selected Papers 1-16
DOl
2020
DOl
20
2020
DOl




2021

DOl

Kimi Akita, Yo Matsumoto

A fine-grained analysis of manner salience: Experimental evidence from Japanese and English 2020

Broader Perspectives on Motion Event Descriptions 143-179
DOl

Arthur Lewis Thompson, Kimi Akita, Youngah Do

Iconicity ratings across the Japanese lexicon: A comparative study with English 2020

Linguistics Vanguard

DOl

17 6 10

Kimi Akita, Keiko Murasugi

Innovative compounds in Japanese food descriptions and beyond

Conference on the Language of Japanese Food

2018




Kimi Akita

General commentary on Pokemonastics

The 1st Conference on Pokemonastics

2018

Kimi Akita

Phonosemantic maps: Toward a typology of sound symbolism

The 1st Conference on Pokemonastics

2018

3 Prosody & Grammar Festa 3

2019

Kimi Akita

Limits of auditory iconicity: The semantics of motion ideophones in Japanese

The 11th International Symposium on lconicity in Language and Literature

2017




Kimi Akita

Decomposing the lexical iconicity hierarchy for ideophones

Types of Iconicity in Language Use, Development and Processing

2017
11 NINJAL
2017
2017
Kimi Akita

The low iconicity of mimetic reduplication in Japanese

Workshop on mimetics I1: New approaches to old questions

2017




Kimi Akita

When ideophones are "childish": Toward a pragmatic typology of ideophones

18

2015

Kimi Akita, Jingyi Zhang, Katsuo Tamaoka

Systematic side of sound symbolism: The case of suffixed mimetics in Japanese

44

2019

20

2019

Kimi Akita

Ideophones and iconicity in Japanese

Pre-event lectures on the Japanese language from cognitive/typological perspectives, 15th International Cognitive
Linguistics Conference

2019




4

Kimi Akita, Prashant Pardeshi 2019
John Benjamins 325
Ideophones, Mimetics and Expressives
Noriko lwasaki, Peter Sells, Kimi Akita 2017
Routledge 240
The Grammar of Japanese Mimetics: Perspectives from Structure, Acquisition and Translation
2020
2020

212




Kimi Akita
https://sites.google.com/site/akitambo/Home

Kimi Akita (researchmap)
https://researchmap.jp/akitambo

Kimi Akita on ResearchGate
https://ww.researchgate.net/profile/Kimi_Akita
MEJaM
https://sites.google.com/site/jpmimeticthesaurus/




