(®)
2015 2017

AIIheoretical and Empirical Study on Morphosyntactic ldentity Condition on
Ellipsis

SATO, Motoki

1,600,000

This study explores the consequences of morphosyntactic identity condition
on ellipsis in the domain of verbal morphology. Purely morphosyntactic approaches to elliptial
identity predict that VP-ellipsis permits morphological mismatch, but clausal ellipsis does not,
because only the clausal ellipsis deletes the TP, including the morphological features on the T
head.

This study showed that this prediction was partially borne out, and that English verbs and their
copies require morphological identity under VP-ellipsis but not under clausal ellipsis. It was shown
that clausal ellipsis 1s subject to the focus condition that states the elided material is
semantically identical to some antecedent.
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Merchant (2001)

Phonetic Form
PF
PF

sleep

(1) John slept, and Mary will [ve sleep}

too.
PF
PF
be
Q) slept
sleep
be
was be

(2) * John was a good teacher, and Mary
will [ve be-a-goed-teacher] too.

(3) [cp C [tp DPsubject T [ve V DPobject ]]]

a. VP-Ellipsis
T
b. TP-Ellipsis
T
¢
)
be
be be
be
be (4a)
be (4b) be
(40)

(4) a.John will be a good teacher and
Mary will, too.
b. John is a good teacher and Mary is,
too.

¢. John is more honest than Bill is.

be ©)

®3)



be

(5) John is a good teacher and Mary is too.

(5) be
be
T

(6) John is a good teacher and Mary is [ve

tis-a-good-teacher] too.

(5) be
be
be
be
being
(7 being

(7) *John is being a good teacher, and
Mary is being.

be
be

be

be
be

(8)
be be

(8) Johnis [ve tis a good teacher] and Mary
will be [ve tee-a-good-teacher], too.

be

(9) John is(e+ssg) [ve the @ good teacher] and

Mary will be [vp tse—a—good—teacher],

too.
be
be
have

be

(10) A: Have you a good dentist?
B: *Yes, my cousin is.

(10) be
a good
dentist be
tis a good dentist

(11) A: Have you [ve thave & good dentist]?
B: *Yes, my cousin is [vr tis—a—good
dentist].

be be
be
(12) a.
John is taller than [ce Op [tr Mary is
[ve tis top]]].
b. +
John is taller than [ce Op [tr Mary is
[ve tistop]]].
be



be

be

(13) a. [tp I'll fix the car] if you tell me how
[rp to-fixthe-ear].
b. [rr Being happyl] is easy if you know

how [rp to-be-happyl.
3

Martin-Gonzalez (2016)
how  why

(14) Speaker A: He couldn’t do it.
Speaker B: Does he know how [1p te-de
it]?
(15) Speaker A : He couldn’t do it.
Speaker B: Does he know why [rp ke
couldn’t-do-it]?

(14) how

could not why

how
why
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