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This study aims at examining clausal and nominal ellipsis phenomena from a
perspective of comparative syntax, and revealing the nature of the constraints imposed on them. To
be more concrete, I have found that clausal argument ellipsis allows us to show that Japanese does
have antecedent-contained deletion, which has been discussed mainly in English-type languages. |
have also pointed out that ellipsis applied to nominalized clauses helps to explore the
voice-mismatch phenomena in languages like Japanese. Together with these empirical results, | have
argued that the general constraints on ellipsis, for instance the parallelism constraint, receive a
new piece of evidence from Japanese, and that the nature of the identity condition between an
ellipsis site and its antecedent is syntactic rather than purely semantic. As for broader
implications, this study has contributed not only to clarify the role of grammatical Case in
ellipsis but also to lead to a new theory of linearization.
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