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Task effects on automatization of syntactic processing in Japanese EFL learners
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This study investigated automatization of syntactic processing and
relationships between syntactic and semantic processing in Japanese EFL learners depending on their
proficiency by changing the type of task they performed immediately after reading a sentence.
Participants read sentences with phrase structure rule violations or with semantic violations and
conducted one of the following three tasks: (1) a_sentence correctness judgment task, 82) a
grammaticality judgment task, and (3) a semantic judgment task. These tasks manipulated the
participants’ focus on linguistic information. Results revealed that sentence processing in
Japanese EFL learners is lexical-semantic driven when they do not pay attention to syntactic
information, either because their syntactic processing mechanism may not activate or because they
may not be able to use it efficiently.
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