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Political and Diplomatic History of "Surveying"™ and "Surveyed™ : Japan, the UK,
and the US in the Middle of the 19th Century
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This research project focused on the surveying activities by the British
Admiralty and the American Navy around the Japanese Waters in the middle of the 19th century.
Additionallg, this research considered how the Tokugawa Shogunate(government) coped with these
activities by Western nations. In general, the surveying was regarded as an "External Pressure" in
those days. However, this research revealed that the surveying activities were indispensable for the
Western nations to carry out the trade with Japan safely, and simultaneously the Tokugawa
government had gradually accepted the surveying as the necessary scientific technology, as the
relations with Western nations got deepened. Through the primary sources of both Japanese, and
English documents, these facts can be investigated.
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