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The study of a history of Maritime East Asia has made remarkable ﬁrogress
since the 1980s. As a result, the Song and Yuan period attracted attention as an era in which
merchants were active under the nation®s loose trade control system. On the other hand, the early
Ming period was regarded as an era when exchanges were sluggish under the strict trading
restrictions of the Ming Dynasty. However, while, researchers targeting the first half of the 14th
century and those targeting the latter half of the 14th century were mainly carried out by different
researchers, the reality of the transformation of the Maritime East Asia, which has a turning point

in the middle 14th century, has not been fully understood. Therefore, in this research, to solve
this problem, I investigated how the maritime merchants who were mainly active on the route between
Japan and China in the 11th to 14th centuries expanded into the Korean Peninsula and the Ryukyu
Islands from the mid-14th century.
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