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Changes of Town Networks in Western India by Traffic Development in the
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This study considers the long-term economic changes of Western India from
the late 18th to the early 20th century focusing on towns (gasbas). In the late 18th century, Pune,
the capital city of the Maratha Confederacy, and inland cities emerged under the Marathas. The
development of these cities stimulated trade between them and port-cities in Western India. This
resulted in the development of commercial networks of towns in Western India in the late 18th
century. While the political changes by colonization in 1818 did not affect the networks much, the
opening of railways in 1853 changed trade patterns. This change caused decline of inland towns in
the late 19th century. However, railway statistics show some towns re-emerged as centres of
rail-borne tarde at the beginning of the 20th century. Colonization did not easily break down the
economic structure in Western India because local towns survived in various ways.
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