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This research attempts to reveal the popular political culture of the

Ancient Regime on the eve of the French Revolution, by focusing on the politics of the Parisian
Police on the " mauvais discours ", act and speech against the king and the government. By analysing
its transformation, it turns out to be clear that the critical mind could no longer be politically
wrong” for both of them, the police and the arrested. It may well be said that this new idea
provoked a great decrease in the number of “ mauvais discours” crimes. At the same time, by
examining opinions of the arrested through the police archives, this study sheds light on a
difficult question of how the governed appreciated the authority, which remains one of the important
problems in the Social History.
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(Mémoire de L. -C.-P. Lenoir,
ancien lieutenant général de police de Paris, dans Un policier des Lumiéres par V. Milliot,
Paris, 2011) 18
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