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Humanitarianism and the British Empire in Early Twentieth-Century South Africa
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This research ﬁroject aims to examine humanitarianism particularly in
relation with colonialism in early 20th-century South Africa. It attempts to analyze how the
discourses and practices of humanitarianism expressed itself in a particular historical context. It
reveals that humanitarianism was initially rather sympathetic with the projects of segregation that
was being carried out in early 20th-century South Africa. However,later in the period, it became
increasingly critical of segregation policies adopted by the South African government. The ideology
of humanitarianism was strongly shaped by the discourse of "cultural relativism” and new liberalism,
and was a product of human and intellectual networks linking South Africa and Britain.
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