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Exchange system in ancient state formation process as seen from buried beads

Tanizawa, Ari

3,100,000

This study aimed to reconstruct the exchange system of beads during the
Yayoi and Kofun period by examining their usage and assemblage as adornment or mortuary goods. As a
result, following 2 point was revealed: 1) in the Late Yayoi period, the beads were exchanged as
parts of adornment and adornments were mainly made in each regional society, in contrast, 2) in the
Early Kofun period, some kinds of beads were distributed as high-rank body adornment from the
political center in the Kinki region. The results suggests that the exchange of beads became as a

part of prestige goods system for retaining the inter-regional relationship in which the Kinki
region take a central position.
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