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A study on agglomeration through the supply chain of commercial aircraft
industry in the period of production expansion
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The purpose of this research is to propose the reorganization of supply
chain in the commercial aircraft industry which shift the location to non-metropolitan regions.
Prior to World War 11, many aircraft companies agglomerated in the Chubu, Kansai, and Tokyo
metropolitan areas of Japan. However, Japanese alrcraft companies and suppliers in these three
metropolitan areas have begun to disperse into non-metropolitan areas. As location in the commercial

aircraft industry depends on the production system, some prime manufacturers in the commercial
aircraft industry, such as Boeing, have changed their way of ordering, in particular, with the
production of the B787.
The aircraft industry has many factories in these three metropolitan regions of Japan. However some
local municipalities have sought to attract aircraft suppliers. As a result, aircraft companies have
been able to use products from the integrated manufacturing systems
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