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Law imposes forms of orders on communication patterns; it advantages those

with legal training and can concurrently alienate those outside of legal discourse. In this project,
I examined communication patterns between Japanese municipal officials and residents in island

communities who will be affected by a World Heritage nomination project. In times of legal reform,
government officials and legal practitioners may not be familiar with the new corpus, and
subsequently there may be uncertain order in communication patterns. Based on my fieldwork
investigating a World Heritage preparation project in Japan, | discuss how law can direct the
communication patterns of government officials, and at the same time, it can alienate officials from
the local residents because of their restricted communications, which can in turn become an
obstacle for the nomination project itself.
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