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This study aims to investigate the level of normative barriers that prevent
female labor force participation (FLFP) in Pakistan, where the FLFP rate is the lowest among South
Asian countries, and to explore the factors that could lower them, and eventually to lead to policy
implications enhancing FLFP. We focus on the social norm, specifically purdah practice (i.e.,
practice of female segregation from non-relative males). In South Asia, violating purdah is
considered a shame for the entire family. While women can maintain value as a bride in the marriage
market by observing purdah, they lose income-generating opportunities. This study conducted a unique

household survey to collect data to measure the level of purdah practice, and the costs of

deviating from purdah, and aims at empirically revealing the association between the bride"s value
in the marriage market and her working status.
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Figure 1. Wives’ freedom of mobility (2014 PKR)
The variables take the value 1 when the wife has to ask her
husband’s permission to go to each place.
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Figure 2. Reservation wage (2014 PKR)
The question asks the unmarried daughter of the household “At
how much minimum monthly wage are you ready to work as each of
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Figure 3. Average yearly earnings by unmarried daughter’s occupation (2014 PKR)
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Table 1. Aszociation between female labor force participation and
dowry/bride price, with household fixed effects (2014 PKR 10,000)

(0 (2
Dowry Bride price
Daughter: Work outside the home 0.143 0.734
(non-teacher) {0.178) (0.570)
Daughter: Teacher 0.426 0.644**
{0.288) {0.318)
Daughter: Age -0.0139 -0.0774
(0.0288) (0.0582)
Daughter: Enrollment status -0.285 0.519
{0.338) (0.568)
Daughter: Education -0.122%* -0.00239
(0.0557) (0.0577)
Constant 17.62%** 8.975%
{0.629) (1.181)
Observations 1.424 1.424
R-zquared 0.011 0.016
Number of households 857 857

Clustered (household level) standard errors are in parentheses (***
p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1).

( 2 FLFP



Table 2 Difference in assoclation between unmarried daughters' working
status and expected dowry amount by whether purdah iz imposzed on
their mothers by their fathers (2014 PKR 10,000)

LHS: Expected dowry amount 10 (2)
Daughter: Work outside the home -1.327%*
{0511
Daughter: Yearly earmingz -0.101%=
(0.0449)
Purdah imposed -0.769 -0.877
({0.578) (0.538)
Daughter: Work outsidex purdah impozed 1.396*
{0.742)
Daughter: Yearly earning=* purdah imposed 0.103*
(0.0596)
Observations 806 826
R-zquared 0.613 0.612

Linearized standard errors are in parentheses (*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, *
p=0.1). The indicator variable purdah imposed takes the value one when
the daughter’s mother has to ask permission from her father to go
outzide. Included control variahles (daughter's attributes, household and
village characteristics, and vear fixed effects) are the same as inthe
estimation reported in column (4) of Tahle 3.
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