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why harmful rumors about Fukushima-produced food continue?

HIGUCHI, OSAMU
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A few years have passed since Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster, but survey
studies reported that consumers had had concerns over the safety of Fukushima-produced food.
According to behavioral immune system theory, illness concerns facilitate risk-avoidance cognition
and behavior. Based on this theory, we tested the possibility that these concerns would promote
aversion against Fukushima-produced food. In addition, we tested the possibility that the
informational leaflets, which the public administration distributed to dispel these concerns, were
not always effective. A series of experiments confirmed these possibilities.
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