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Tﬂe ;nfluence of pre-existing knowledge on young children®s counterfactual
thinking
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Counterfactual thinking is “ the ability to consider alternatives to what
we know has happened.” Three studies examined the development of counterfactual thinking. The set
of experiment results showed the following: a) the development of Koung children’ s counterfactual
thinking differently depending on the domain of events; b) young children’ s counterfactual thinking

was facilitated by the focusing other’ s emotion; c) young children’ s counterfactual thinking was

related to gratitude understanding. These results provided new evidences on the development of young
children’ s counterfactual thinking.
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e.g.
Byrne, 2005; Epstude & Roese, 2008

Beck &
Riggs, 2014; Rafetseder & Perner, 2014
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