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The development of inhibited cooperative behavior based on joint intention.
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This study examined whether 4-to5-year-olds showed a tendency to select the
inhibited cooperative behavior based on partner’ s joint intention. We decided to target 69
4-to5-year-old children as our participants. The results revealed that few children select the
inhibited cooperative behavior based on partner’ s joint intention, even if the partner clearly
showed the intention to do it by oneself. Analyzing the reasons for selections, the children who
selected “ wait-and-see” cited “ actions and mental state of others” as the reason or did not
answer. Regarding the relationship between inhibited cooperative behavior and social skills,
understanding of other’ s mental state influenced the selection of inhibited cooperative behavior
based on partner’ s joint intention. From these results, the tendency to select the inhibited
cooperative behavior gradually developed from about 4-to5-year-olds, and the possibility that
theory-of-mind might influence the development was considered.
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