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Study of hospital environments for elderly patients in the terminal phase
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Two studies were made to provide a better reference of hospital design for

the elderly: (1) many hospital visit surveys with a large number of elderly patients in the terminal
phase and (2) a case study of hospital wards including bed transfers, eating and toilet support.
Results from the surveys show space designs that do not worsen patient dementia symptoms and help
nursing-care are required. The survey of case studies revealed that the most common patient eating
mode was “ total dependence” comprising 70% of total beds, including tubal feeding. The most common
patient toilet mode was “ total dependence” at 90 % of total beds, including diaper and catheter.
Compared to a previous survey at a ward consisting mainly of multi-bed rooms, the same survey at a
new ward with more private rooms and a large central dining area, the number of patients taking
meals at the dining room and those who used the toilet with wheel chair assistance increased.
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