(®)
2015 2018

Predicting bacteremia using food comsumption and shaking chill
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The hospitalized patients who were underwent blood cultures between April
2013 and August 2014 were enrolled. The patients with anorexia-inducing conditions such as
gastrointestinal disease, with receiving chemotherapy, or with contaminated BCs were excluded. In
1847 patients, we assessed the patients’ oral food intake based on the meal immediately prior to the
blood culture. We also concurrently evaluated for a history of shaking chills. The presence of poor
food consumption, defined as oral food intake < 80%, had a sensitivity of 93.7% (95% confidence
interval [C1],89.4%-97.9%) for true bacteremia, and the absence of poor food consumption, defined as
oral food intake >80%, had a negative likelihood ratio (LR) of 0.18 (95% CI, 0.17-0.19) for
excluding true bacteremia, respectively. Conversely, the presence of the shaking chills had a
specificity of 95.1% (95% CI, 90.7%-99.4%) and a positive LR of 4.78 (95% Cl, 4.56-5.00) for true
bacteremia.
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