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DNA methylation of CD4+ effector memory T cells of the intestinal tract is one
of the major factors mediating resistance to therapy in patients with
inflammatory bowel disease
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The mechanisims of resistance to steroid, infliximab theraﬁy are still
unknown in patients with inflammatory bowel diseases. To unravel the mechanisms, the relation
between the resistance and the distribution of DNA methylation was examined in CD4+ effector memory
T cells (TEM) of the intestinal tract. TEM were obtained from the resected intestines of 13 patients
with Crohn®s disease and 5 patients with ulcerative colitis. Distribution of DNA methylation in 61
genes was examined using DNA array. The results showed that there were no significant relationship
between steroid/infliximab resistance and distribution pattern of DNA methylation in TEM.
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