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We evaluated histopathology of coronary atherosclerosis and vascular
responses to metallic stents in 35 autopsy cases (approximately 1,000 sections) to determine the
morphological characteristics of acute and organized thrombosis and calcification. We also performed

an ex vivo intracoronary imaging assessment by optical coherence tomography (OCT) in 49 coronary
arteries from 22 autopsy cases and compared those images with histopathology. Moreover, we evaluated
in vivo OCT images in 25 patients with coronary artery disease who underwent directional coronary
atherectomy, compared those images with pathology of the retrieved plaques, and reported the
accuracy and the limitations of OCT imaging in an original paper.
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