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We previously reported that combination treatment of a novel natural Killer
cell stimulator, liposomal a -galactosylceramide (lipo-a GC), and anti-CD40L monoclonal antibody
induced stable mixed hematopoietic chimerism and subsequent allograft tolerance in a murine cardiac
transplant model. The current study demonstrated that Lipo-a GC promoted regulatory T cell expansion

and augmented interferon-gamma production in a human peripheral mononuclear cell culture system.
However, no significant combined effects of lipo-a GC and antibody for CD40-CD40 ligand blockade
were observed in the in vitro system. In future, we should further investigate the effects of both
agents in a human in vitro system that takes into account immunological factors, responses and
reactions in transplantation.
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