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We detected the expression of PD-L1 in biopsy samples from nasal NK/T-cell
lymphoma (NNKTL) patients. PD-L1 was found on both malignant cells and tumor-infiltrating
macrophages, while PD-1-positive mononuclear cells also infiltrated the tumor tissues. Most
significantly, soluble PD-L1 (sPD-L1) was present in sera of NNKTL patients at higher levels as
compared to healthy individuals. In addition, the high sPD-L1 group of patients showed significantly

worse prognosis than the low sPD-L1 group. Furthermore, we confirmed that membrane and soluble
PD-L1 was expressed on the surface and in the culture supernatant, respectively, of NNKTL cell
lines. The expression of PD-L1 was observed in tumor tissues and sera from a murine xenograft model
inoculated with an NNKTL cell line. Our results suggest that sPD-L1 could be a prognostic predictor
for NNKTL and open up the possibility of immunotherapy of this lymphoma using PD-1/PD-L1 axis

inhibitors.
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