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During the period, we elucidated the following. 1) We revealed the
significant association between the clinical subtypes of wet age-related macular degeneration (AMD)
and the choroidal vessel shadow seen on near-infrared fundus autofluorescence (NIR-FAF). Choroidal
vessel shadow may indirectly reflect the integrity of retinal pigment epithelium (RPE). 2) NIR-FAF
can detect the prodromal AMD change such as soft drusen or RPE degeneration earlier than the
conventional shortwave fundus autofluoreccence (SW-FAF). NIR-FAF 1s thought to be of value in
detection of the AMD change. 3) Drusenoid pigment epithelial detachment (drusenoid PED) is known as
the prodromal stage of dry AMD. We found the early RPE degeneration already occurs at the clinical

onset of drusenoid PED. 4) We tried the 3 view angles of 30, 55, 102 degrees of NIR-FAF, and found
that NIR-FAF images of 55 degrees are valuable in the clinical use.
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