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In this research project I collected and analysed Goethe™ s usages of the
German word "Geist" from his early theological thesis (Zwo Biblische Fragen, 1773) and Urfaust
(before 1775) through his morphological research (1780°s-1820"s) to his latest works as Wilhelm
Meisters Wanderjahre (2nd version, 1829) and Faust Il (1831). As a result, I found a paradoxical
structure in Goethe's temporized concept of Geist: He saw the past and future as an "atmospheric"
glance of presence of Geist, which in his terms cannot be grasped by itself, but only as an indirect
phenomena such as in atmospheric manner. The latest works show furthermore the ironical and
mystifying usage of the term "Geist™, which can be understood as a playful self-reflection of old
Goethe.
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zitiert: Zum Geist-Begriff im morphologischen Kontext. In: Harald Schwaetzer (Hg.): Natur und
Geist. Reihe Philosophie interdisziplindr, Regensburg: S. Roderer 2019.
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Yuho Hisayama: Weltseele, Weltgeist und das Ungesagte in Goethes Altersgedicht Eins und Alles.
in: Goethe-Jahrbuch Bd. 135, 2018, auf Deutsch.
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