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This study explores how social spaces can be rebuilt through the

redevelopment of former American military land in modern Okinawa. The study specifically focuses on
a rebuilding process of living and religious spaces of the returned former military lands,
initiated by a group of residents who had experienced forced relocation due to the Battle of Okinawa
and following military land confiscation.

It was revealed that through the redevelopment of the former military lands, (1) reconstruction
of the old sacred places that were destroyed during the Battle, and archiving of past village
landscapes were carried out; and (2) the memory representation of the US military government era was
activated as well. In the superficial changes of the redeveloped busy town, the residents’ memory
representation activities are the acts of regaining their past and taking a good look at themselves,
and “ the implantation of memories” has significant meaning in the reconstruction of social space.
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