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Authentic Japanese Culture Overseas: The Sequence of the Publication of Joji
Sskurai®s "Plays of Old Japan:No"(1913)
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1913, Chemist Joji Sakurai and Scotish Botanist Marie Stopes ﬁublished one
of the first books on Japanese No theater and plays in English, "Plays of Old Japan:The No." This
translation has been largely forgotten but the book played an important role in the reception of
Japanese literature and culture abroad, influencing the conception of No theater in the work of
western Japanologists and thus, indirectly, exerting an important influence on the history of
modernism. This research- including examination on 200 Sakurai®s letters in British Library
collection and original manuscripts in his family"s possession- explores these various influences
through an examination of the correspondence that Sakurai and Stopes carried out in the course of
their collaboration as well as through a close examination of the text- an“ exact” English
translation of the No choruses- and 1ts illustrations to see how Japanese theater was presented to a
Western audience in the early twentieth century.
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