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Looking for new possibilities of kampo medicine in cancer treatment: Elucidation
of action mechanism and early application strategy for cancer treatment
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The usefulness of Kampo medicine in the treatment of cancer has been
reported not only as a countermeasure against side effects accompanying chemotherapy and palliative
care but also on inhibition of cancer metastasis and inhibition of recurrence. However, the reason
why use of kampo medicine tends to be avoided is that its use is mainly based on empirical rules
and classic descriptions and that its mechanism is unclear.

We believe that if the mechanism is clear, it will be an effective means of treatment in the area of
cancer treatment. Using the Kampo ingredients in our existing drug library built in our
laboratory,we first selected ones that induce metabolic shift from cancer specific glucose
metabolism to mitochondrial respiration mainly used by normal cells. Next we selected ones that
suppress epithelial mesenchymal transition, which causes to cancer metastasis. Based on these data,
We are trying to elucidate these detailed mechanism.
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