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A regional comparative study for spread and establishment of direct payment
system for environmentally friendly farming in Japan

Kuwabara, Takashi
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This study aims to clarify the actual situations of utilizing the direct
payment system which the government introduced in 2011 in order to promote environmentally friendly
farming practices, and obtain a policy implication. We conducted a comparative analysis of four
regions in Japan, where the direct payment system has been actively utilized. We found that the
municipalities maintained the style of their previous support, through adding their own payments and

utilizing regional discretion which has been prepared in the government®s system. The style was
either "small support widely" or "much support for high-level practice”, depending on each region®s
strategy for promoting environmentally friendly farming practices. Furthermore, promoting
cooperation between citizen groups which aim for environmental conservation and farmers was
considered as an important policy issue. These suggest the direction of the government"s direct
payment system improvement.
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