(®)
2015 2017

Crisis in intercultural relations in Japan: Comparative study of quake-stricken
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This research considers crisis in intercultural relations in Japan by
studying the case of the Tohoku Korean School (TKS). Japanese government did not approve the
application to the Disaster Relief Program from TKS damaged by The Great East Japan Earthquake.
Furthermore, right after the damage Miyagi prefecture and Sendai city terminated subsidies for TKS.
This research examines a historical construction of current logics of public assistance to TKS.

In the end, this research sheds light on the fact that public assistance to TKS is now
accounted for not in ‘ the logic of human rights’ but ‘ the logic of the Nation-States’ alone. In
consequence, TKS is forced to make excessive self-help efforts and suffers from a deepening sense of

isolation. Finally, this article argues that the crisis in intercultural relations is more serious
in local communities where the smaller number of Koreans reside such as Tohoku (Sendai) than where
the larger number of them reside such as Kobe.
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