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With Eugene C. Goldfield at Wyss Institute for Biologically Inspired
Engineering, Harvard University, this research project studied the process of the emergence of the
utensil-using skill of infants to control encounters with food and mother-infant joint action that
surrounds the emergence of this context-specific skill. The co-authored paper that appeared in the
international journal Ecological Psychology reported on the results of the longitudinal observations
from the first contact with a utensil to the beginning of successful self-feeding with a utensil.
Overall, the study found the process of what may be called affordance selection, in which a definite
set of opportunities for action among many available were selected by adults to invite certain
spontaneous behaviors of developing infants. The study added to the growing realization that
normally occurring experiences of rich affordances matter in the development of specific behavior in
a given cultural context.
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